BOX 6.1
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Two Versions of the Flood Story

The present text of Genesis relating the story of a
universal deluge combines two Flood accounts, attrib-
uted, respectively, to the Yahwist writer (J) and the
priestly writer (P). Each of the two accounts stands
alone as a complete and independent narrative in this
translation from the Jerusalem Bible. [In this version,
the translator uses the divine name Yahweh.]

THE FLOOD—GENESIS 6:5-8:22

(Priestly text in boldface capitals, J text in regular
type)

Genesis 6

5 And Yahweh saw that the evil of humans was great
in the earth, and all the inclination of the thoughts of
their heart was only evil all the day.

6 And Yahweh regretted that he had made humans
in the earth, and he was grieved to his heart.

7 And Yahweh said, “I shall wipe out the humans
which I have created from the face of the earth, from
human to beast to creeping thing to bird of the heav-
ens, for I regret that I have made them.”

8 But Noah found favor in Yahweh’s eyes.

9 THESE ARE THE GENERATIONS OF NoaH: NoAH
WAS A RIGHTEOUS MAN, PERFECT IN HIS GENERA-
TIONS. NOoAH WALKED wWiTH GoOD.

10 AND NOAH SIRED THREE SONs: SHEM, Ham, AND
JAPHETH.

11 AND THE EARTH WAS CORRUPTED BEFORE GOD,
AND THE EARTH WAS FILLED WITH VIOLENCE.

12 AND GOD SAW THE EARTH, AND HERE IT WAS
CORRUPTED, FOR ALL FLESH HAD CORRUPTED ITS
WAY ON THE EARTH.

13 AND GoD sAID TO NoAH, “THE END OF ALL FLESH
HAS COME BEFORE ME, FOR THE EARTH IS FILLED
WITH VIOLENCE BECAUSE OF THEM, AND HERE [ AM
GOING TO DESTROY THEM WITH THE EARTH.

14 MIAKE YOURSELF AN ARK OF GOPHER WOOD, MAKE
ROOMS WITH THE ARK, AND PITCH IT OUTSIDE AND
INSIDE WITH PITCH.

15 AND THIS IS HOW YOU SHALL MAKE IT: THREE
HUNDRED CUBITS THE LENGTH OF THE ARK, FIFTY
CUBITS ITS WIDTH, AND THIRTY CUBITS ITS HEIGHT.
16 YOU SHALL MAKE A WINDOW FOR THE ARK, AND
YOU SHALL FINISH IT TO A CUBIT FROM THE TOP,
AND YOU SHALL MAKE AN ENTRANCE TO THE ARK IN
ITS SIDE. YOU SHALL MAKE LOWER, SECOND, AND
THIRD STORIES FOR IT.

17 AND HERE | AM BRINGING THE FLOOD, WATER
OVER THE EARTH, TO DESTROY ALL FLESH IN WHICH
IS THE BREATH OF LIFE FROM UNDER THE HEAVENS.
EVERYTHING WHICH IS ON THE LAND WILL DIE.

18 AND I SHALL ESTABLISH MY COVENANT WITH YOU.
AND YOU SHALL COME TO THE ARK, YOU AND YOUR
SONS AND YOUR WIFE AND YOUR SONS’ WIVES WITH YOU.
19 AND OF ALL THE LIVING, OF ALL FLESH, YOU
SHALL BRING TWO TO THE ARK TO KEEP ALIVE WITH
YOU, THEY SHALL BE MALE AND FEMALE.

20 OF THE BIRDS ACCORDING TO THEIR KIND, AND
OF THE BEASTS ACCORDING TO THEIR KIND, AND OF
ALL THE CREEPING THINGS OF THE EARTH ACCORD-
ING TO THEIR KIND, TWO OF EACH WILL COME TO
YOU TO KEEP ALIVE.

21 AND YOU, TAKE FOR YOURSELF OF ALL FOOD
WHICH WILL BE EATEN AND GATHER IT TO YOU, AND
IT WILL BE FOR YOU AND FOR THEM FOR FOOD.”

22 AND NOAH DID ACCORDING TO ALL THAT GOD
COMMANDED HIM—SO HE DID.

Genesis 7

1 And Yahweh said to Noah, “Come, you and all your
household, to the ark, for I have seen you as righteous
before me in this generation.

2 Of all the clean beasts, take yourself seven pairs,
man and his woman; and of the beasts which are not
clean, two, man and his woman.

3 Also of the birds of the heavens seven pairs, male
and female, to keep alive seed on the face of the earth.
4 For in seven more days I shall rain on the earth
forty days and forty nights, and I shall wipe out all the
substance that I have made from upon the face of the
earth.”

5 And Noah did according to all that Yahweh had
commanded him.

6 AND NOAH WAS SIX HUNDRED YEARS OLD, AND
THE FLOOD WAS ON THE EARTH.

7 And Noah and his sons and his wife and his sons’
wives with him came to the ark from before the wa-
ters of the flood.

8 OF THE CLEAN BEASTS AND OF THE BEASTS WHICH
WERE NOT CLEAN, AND OF THE BIRDS AND OF ALL
THOSE WHICH CREEP UPON THE EARTH,

9 Two oF EACH cAME TO NOAH TO THE ARK, MALE
AND FEMALE, AS GOD HAD COMMANDED NOAH.

10 And seven days later the waters of the flood were
on the earth.
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11 IN THE SIX HUNDREDTH YEAR OF NOAH’S LIFE, IN
THE SECOND MONTH, IN THE SEVENTEENTH DAY OF
THE MONTH, ON THIS DAY ALL THE FOUNTAINS OF
THE GREAT DEEP WERE BROKEN UP, AND THE WIN-
DOWS OF THE HEAVENS WERE OPENED.

12 And there was rain on the earth, forty days and
forty nights.

13 IN THIS VERY DAY, NoAH AND SHEM, HAaM, AND
JapHETH, THE sONS OF NoaH, AND NoAH’S WIFE
AND HIS SONS’ THREE WIVES WITH THEM CAME TO
THE ARK.

14 THEY AND ALL THE LIVING THINGS ACCORDING
TO THEIR KIND, AND ALL THE BEASTS ACCORDING TO
THEIR KIND, AND ALL THE CREEPING THINGS THAT
CREEP ON THE EARTH ACCORDING TO THEIR KIND,
AND ALL THE BIRDS ACCORDING TO THEIR KIND, AND
EVERY WINGED BIRD.

15 AND THEY CAME TO NOAH TO THE ARK, TWO OF
EACH, OF ALL FLESH IN WHICH IS THE BREATH OF
LIFE.

16 AND THOSE WHICH CAME WERE MALE AND
FEMALE, SOME OF ALL FLESH CAME, As GOD HAD
coMMANDED HIM. And Yahweh closed it for him.

17 And the flood was on the earth for forty days and
forty nights, and the waters multiplied and raised the
ark, and it was lifted from the earth.

18 And the waters grew strong and multiplied greatly
on the earth, and the ark went on the surface of the
waters.

19 And the waters grew very very strong on the earth,
and they covered all the high mountains that are un-
der all the heavens.

20 Fifteen cubits above, the waters grew stronger, and
they covered the mountains.

21 AND ALL FLESH, THOSE THAT CREEP ON THE
EARTH, THE BIRDS, THE BEASTS, AND THE WILD
ANIMALS, AND ALL THE SWARMING THINGS THAT
SWARM ON THE EARTH, AND ALL THE HUMANS
EXPIRED.

22 Everything that had the breathing spirit of life in its
nostrils, everything that was on the dry ground, died.
23 And he wiped out all the substance that was on
the face of the earth, from human to beast, to creep-
ing thing, and to bird of the heavens, and they were
wiped out from the earth, and only Noah and those
who were with him in the ark were left.

24 AND THE WATERS GREW STRONG ON THE EARTH A
HUNDRED FIFTY DAYS.

CHAPTER 6 + WHO WROTE THE “BOOKS OF MOSES”?

Genesis 8

1 Anp Gop REMEMBERED NOAH AND ALL THE
LIVING, AND ALL THE BEASTS THAT WERE WITH HIM
IN THE ARK, AND GOD PASSED A WIND OVER THE
EARTH, AND THE WATERS WERE DECREASED.

2 AND THE FOUNTAINS OF THE DEEP AND THE WIN-
DOWS OF THE HEAVENS WERE SHUT, and the rain was
restrained from the heavens.

3 And the waters receded from the earth continually,
AND THE WATERS WERE ABATED AT THE END OF A
HUNDRED FIFTY DAYS.

4 AND THE ARK RESTED, IN THE SEVENTH MONTH,
IN THE SEVENTEENTH DAY OF THE MONTH, ON THE
MOUNTAINS OF ARARAT.

5 AND THE WATERS CONTINUED RECEDING UNTIL
THE TENTH MONTH; IN THE TENTH MONTH, ON THE
FIRST OF THE MONTH, THE TOPS OF THE MOUNTAINS
APPEARED.

6 And it was at the end of forty days, and Noah
opened the window of the ark which he had made.

7 AND HE SENT OUT A RAVEN, AND IT WENT BACK
AND FORTH UNTIL THE WATERS DRIED UP FROM THE
EARTH.

8 And he sent out a dove from him to see whether the
waters had eased from the face of the earth.

9 And the dove did not find a resting place for its
foot, and it returned to him to the ark, for waters
were on the face of the earth, and he put out his hand
and took it and brought it to him to the ark.

10 And he waited seven more days, and he again sent
out a dove from the ark.

11 And the dove came to him at evening time, and
here was an olive leaf torn off in its mouth, and Noah
knew that the waters had eased from the earth.

12 And he waited seven more days, and he sent out a
dove, and it did not return to him ever again.

13 AND IT WAS IN THE SIX HUNDRED AND FIRST
YEAR, IN THE FIRST MONTH, ON THE FIRST OF THE
MONTH, THE WATERS DRIED FROM THE EARTH. And
Noah turned back the covering of the ark and looked,
and here the face of the earth had dried.

14 AND IN THE SECOND MONTH, ON THE TWENTY-
SEVENTH DAY OF THE MONTH, THE EARTH DRIED UP.
15 AND GOD sPOKE TO NOAH, SAYING,

16 “Go OUT FROM THE ARK, YOU AND YOUR WIFE
AND YOUR SONS’ WIVES WITH YOU.

17 ALL THE LIVING THINGS THAT ARE WITH YOU, OF
ALL FLESH, OF THE BIRDS, AND OF THE BEASTS,

(continued)



AND OF ALL THE CREEPING THINGS THAT CREEP ON
THE EARTH, THAT GO OUT WITH YOU, SHALL SWARM
IN THE EARTH AND BE FRUITFUL AND MULTIPLY IN
THE EARTH.”

18 AND NOAH AND HIS SONS AND HIS WIFE AND HIS
SONS’ WIVES WENT OUT.

19 ALL THE LIVING THINGS, ALL THE CREEPING
THINGS AND ALL THE BIRDS, ALL THAT CREEP ON
THE EARTH, BY THEIR FAMILIES, THEY WENT OUT OF
THE ARK.

20 And Noah built an altar to Yahweh, and he took
some of each of the clean beasts and of each of the
clean birds, and he offered sacrifices on the altar.

A story that illustrated a particular theme—the
irresistible beauty of some Israelite women and the
threat this attraction posed to fulfillment of God’s
vow to multiply Abraham’s descendants—was ap-
parently particularly popular with biblical writers,
who include in Genesis three variations of the same
tale. While traveling in Egypt, Abraham fears that
Pharaoh will kill him in order to possess Abraham’s
wife, Sarah, whom he accordingly passes off as his
sister. After Pharaoh places Sarah in his harem,
compensating her “brother” with lavish gifts of
livestock, YHWH afflicts Egypt’s royal household
with plagues (foreshadowing the ten plagues visited
on a later pharaoh). Chastened, Pharaoh returns
Sarah to her husband, reproaching Abraham for
having deceived him (Gen. 12:10-20). Seemingly
unmindful of Pharaoh’s just criticism, in Genesis
20, Abraham again represents Sarah as his sister,
this time to Abimelech, a Canaanite king. Again,
God is angry, appearing to Abimelech in a dream
and threatening to kill him for appropriating Abra-
ham’s wife. As in the previous version, Abraham
receives a rich reward in cattle and slaves for hav-
ing deceived a foreign ruler (Gen. 20:1-18). In yet
another variation on this theme, it is Isaac, son of
Abraham, who deceives Abimelech—now identi-
fied as a “Philistine” ruler—by misrepresenting his
wife, Rebekah, as his sister. Although Abimelech
reprimands Isaac for lying about his relationship
with Rebekah, Isaac is richly rewarded by God,
who makes him a rich man (Gen. 26:1-14).
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21 And Yahweh smelled the pleasant smell, and
Yahweh said to his heart, “I shall not again curse the
ground on man’s account, for the inclination of the
human heart is evil from their youth, and I shall not
again strike all the living as I have done.

22 All the rest of the days of the earth, seed and har-
vest, and cold and heat, and summer and winter, and
day and night shall not cease.”

Reprinted with the permission of Simon & Schuster from
Who Wrote the Bible? by Richard Friedman. Copyright ©
1987 by Richard Friedman.

Genesis also includes two different versions of
Jacob’s encounter with God in which his name is
changed to Israel, identifying him as the progeni-
tor of the twelve Israelite tribes. In the first, Jacob
wrestles all night at Peniel with a mysterious figure
whom he later identifies as God and who confers
the name change (Gen. 32:22-32). In the sec-
ond, which occurs not at Peniel but at Bethel, the
Deity calls himself E/ Shaddai—“Gop Almighty”
or “Gop of the (Cosmic) Mountain™—and again
announces that Jacob will henceforth be called
Israel (Gen. 35:9-15). Similarly, Genesis records
two contradictory accounts of Joseph’s descent
into Egypt. In one, his brothers sell him to Ish-
maelites, who take him to Egypt (Gen. 37:25-27);
in the other, Midianites pull him out of a dry
well into which his jealous brothers have thrown
him, and it is they who sell him to the Ishmaelites
(Gen. 37:21-25, 28-30).

As in the deluge story, the Exodus account of the
Israelites crossing a chaotic sea is a blend of two (or
three) once-separate traditions that now appear as a
single narrative (Exod. 14-15; see Chapter 9). Exo-
dus also includes two distinct versions of YHWH’s
revelation to Moses of his sacred name. Three chap-
ters after God’s extended conversation with Moses
at the burning bush, in which he identifies himself
as the “Gop [Elohim] of your fathers” whose previ-
ously hidden name is YHWH (Exod. 3:1-4:17), he
again appears to Moses, as if for the first time. In
this second version of the commissioning of Moses,



